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Family and Distribution
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Native to Mexico with very wide distribution throughout
the world, Tagetes erecta is a herbaceous annual belonging
to the genus Tagetes in the family :
Asteraceae, ideal for
growing in flower
beds for ornamental
purposes.
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There is wide diversity in species for Tagetes erecta,
featuring both tall and dwarf species. Known for either
its single or double petals with wavy margins, the plant’s
flowers offer a profusion of colours including white, yellow,
golden yellow, orange-yellow and orange-red during its long
flowering period.
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Growth Habits and Care
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A heat-loving plant with intolerance to cold, Tagetes erecta
grows optimally at a temperature ranging from 15°C to
30°C. In addition, Tagetes erecta thrives in a well-drained
soil rich in organic material, and sufficient sunlight is a
must for its healthy growth. When the seedlings reach
a height of 10 cm, they should be pinched to promote
growth of branches and flower buds. Removal of lateral
buds would help control both the number and size of
flowers. The plant will develop leggy yet weak branches
and produce fewer flowers if in partial shade. During
cultivation, excessive application of nitrogen fertilisers is to
be discouraged, for this would cause the flowers to shrink
in size. It is advisable to apply fertilisers once every two
to three weeks at more frequent intervals yet in smaller
quantities. Applying additional fertilisers with three major
elements, namely nitrogen, phosphorus and potassium, is
also highly desirable. An insignificant amount of trace
elements including copper, manganese and boron may be
added as well. Careful watering is particularly important
during the flowering period due to the fact that water left
on flowers can lead to rotting. Tagetes erecta blooms in
vibrant colours with continual flowering as long as there is
adequate sunlight. Wilted flowers should be removed early
to spur growth of new buds.
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Propagation
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Known for its distinctively high germination rate, Tagetes
erecta is mainly propagated by seed sowing in all seasons
except summer. Its flowering period varies with the sowing
period where autumn and spring sowing would, respectively,
lead to spring flowering, and flowering between summer
and autumn. Having a long flowering period, the plant
takes about 60 to 90 days from
germination to flowering,
with length contingent
on species.
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Prevention and Treatment of Pests and Diseases
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It is not that common for Tagetes erecta to suffer pests and
diseases, but it can be susceptible to diseases such as leaf
spot, stem rot and rust, as well as infestations including
moths and aphids. In the event of infestation and plant
diseases, it is advisable to remove the affected parts
immediately, while applying fungicide or insecticide as
appropriate in an effective manner.
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Offering splendid colours and having a long flowering
period lasting weeks, Tagetes erecta can be cultivated as
floral bedding displays, roof garden ornaments and potted
plants, while serving as the ideal material for flower
arrangements, wreaths and flower baskets.
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Notes on General Care
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The Course of Growth of Tagetes erecta
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